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prepared to get rid of the man who had brought so much misery upon them. It had been stated, but it seemed hard to believe, that the aristocratic Max of Baden would be their mouthpiece, the instrument selected by Providence to sweep away the old regime and replace it by a democratic Government. And that was what actually happened. The new Chancellor put on the armour of democracy, and headed the popular demand for the abdication of the Kaiser.
Personally, I was sorry that the Germans should throw up their hands and cry " Kamerad " before we had given them the coup de grace. I suppose they hoped thereby to save themselves not only the horrors of internal revolution but also the suffering and humiliation of "invasion," of which they knew something.
I had thought of an excellent way of stamping the hall-mark of defeat upon them. Before consenting to sit at the Conference table with them I should have made them cut down every tree within a radius of twenty-five miles round Berlin, starting from the Emperor's Palace as a central point. Not one tree would I have left standing. It would have had the same effect upon their pride as shaving the head of a convict. It would have been a fitting reprisal for the felled orchards of France, and although it would have left our mark upon the beast for at least twenty-five years no one could have called it cruel.
On the morning of Tuesday, November 10, the Kaiser surrendered and crossed into Holland at six o'clock in the morning. We had just come back from Church when news of this stupendous event reached the Legation. Fancy the proud Kaiser sur-HOLLAND                         281
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